
Adult Bible Class  
Topic:  What is The Church?  
Story Focus:  Parable of the Ten Virgins 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Introduction Define “The Church” 

Transition to Big Idea Latest Reuters Polling Data on Church 

Thought Provoker The Death of an American Church. 	 *This can be found on Youtube 
From the perspective of that film director, what was “The Church”? 

Lesson What is The Church? 
Catechism 101 
What is a church?  Is it a building?  Is it a group of people who worship in one place?  Is it a group 
of people who believe the same thing? The word church might be used when speaking of any of 
those.  In the Third Article, we confess that we believe in the holy Christian church.  What does that 
mean? 

Ephesians 2: 19-22 

Ephesians 4:4 

I Samuel 16:7 

Isaiah 55: 10-11 

Matthew 18:20 



Story Focus The Parable of the Ten Virgins - Matthew 25 
A Warning to “The Church” 

Breaking down the Parable 
	 Bridegroom: 

	 The Ten Virgins: 

	 The Oil: 

From Pastor Jonhold Strey 
“Why would Jesus warn believers about being ready for his return when there are so many 
others in our world today who don’t believe in Jesus and are not ready for his return?  It’s not 
that Jesus isn’t concerned about the lost.  But in this specific section and in this specific 
parable, Jesus is concerned that the found do not become lost again.  He is concerned with 
the spiritual complacency and short-sightedness that says, “I know Jesus is my Savior.  I’m 
good to go.  I’ll coast my way into heaven.” 

I will go so far as to say that this spiritual short-sightedness is alive and well!  Just consider 
the following.  In our church body, a church body that takes pride in the fact that we hold 
firmly and faithfully to all God’s Word has to say, we average about 44% of our confirmed 
membership in church on a given Sunday.  Among that 44% are some people who come 
weekly, some who come every other week, some who come monthly, and some who come 
even less.  And even though part of the 56% not in church may have a good reason — illness, 
homebound elderly members, travel out of town, family emergency, or a one-time schedule 
conflict — the better part of the group that isn’t here chooses convenience over Christ.  It 
may be Sunday brunch, it may be sleeping in, it may be a day at the beach, it may be projects 
around the home, it may be something altogether different, but what it really is, is spiritual 
short-sightedness.  Just as the foolish virgins weren’t prepared for a long night of waiting and 
watching, we can loose sight of the fact that we need to keep our faith well-fueled and 
burning brightly during the long waiting and watching that comes before Jesus’ return.  You 
don’t want to hear the bridegroom behind a locked door say, “I tell you the truth, I don’t know 
you.” But the spiritual complacency that fails to take advantage of every reasonably 
opportunity to connect to the Word of God is flirting with that very prospect.” 

Application  
With this concept of “The Church” now being reinforced, what should our response, as :The 
Church”, be? 

Worship Response The Church’s One Foundation		 v. 1 and 3


